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		Virginia Dec. 17 COVID-19 update: 3,853 cases, 45 deaths, 50 new hospitalizations
	

	WAVY.com
	

	· While the case average trend in Virginia has stalled somewhat this week in the 3,500-4,000 range, which could be due to weekend/early week reporting, hospitalizations and deaths are still rising overall, with more than 30 deaths reported each day on average currently.
· (WAVY) — Virginia reported 3,853 new coronavirus cases, 45 new COVID-19 deaths and 50 new current COVID-19 hospitalizations on Thursday.
	· 



	

		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	· For the filing week ending December 12, the figure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia was 14,509.
· The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 935,138 in the week ending December 12, a decrease of 21,335 (or -2.2 percent) from the previous week.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Presents Budget Amendments to Restore Progressive Agenda, Provide Relief to Virginians, and Bolster Economic Recovery
	

	Virginia
	

	· The Governor’s budget delivers on his signature priorities by making key investments to support early childhood, K-12, and higher education; boost funding for historically black colleges and universities; increase access to quality, affordable housing; transform African American historical and cultural sites; expand high-speed broadband; and reform the criminal justice system.
· We’ve seen small business support programs, hazard pay for health and public safety workers, technology investments, and a thousand other ways to help Virginians navigate this pandemic.
	· 



	

		First COVID-19 vaccine arrives in Virginia: 'A glimpse of the light at the end of this really long tunnel'
	

	WTVR
	

	· The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) said 18 healthcare systems, three on Monday and 15 on Tuesday, around the Commonwealth will received shipments.
· Both Bon Secours, which serves the Richmond-area, and Sentara Healthcare, which services Williamsburg and Hampton Roads, released pictures and videos of its facilities receiving a shipment of the vaccine.
	· 



	

		Va. Dept. of Education releases annual report on state’s public schools
	

	https://www.whsv.com
	

	· (WHSV) — The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) has released its annual report on the condition and needs of the state’s public schools.
· According to the release, four factors impacted the hybrid and virtual formats of schooling during the pandemic: A lack of broadband infrastructure and access for all students, a lack of devices for each student, a lack of capacity of school divisions and professional development for educators and an inadequacy of virtual instruction to meet the needs of students with disabilities and young learners.
	· 



	

		Community College Data Collection Aims to Boost Employment
	

	Public News Service
	

	· Steve Partridge, vice president for strategic partnerships and workforce innovation for Northern Virginia Community College , which is participating in the survey, said the results will be essential to the economic recovery since most folks want to get back to work quickly and be sure training will help them get the jobs they're after.
· Tamar Jacoby, president of Opportunity America , which is co-sponsoring the survey along with national education groups and government agencies, said she hopes state lawmakers will use the data to fund more career education programs in their budgets.
	



	

		Virginia says it will stop cutting off unemployment benefits without investigations

	Virginia Mercury

	· Facing the threat of a class-action lawsuit, Virginia officials said this week they will stop halting unemployment benefits after they’ve been started without first conducting a review.
· “The policy until now has been that a mere report by a former employer would trigger the Virginia Employment Commission to cut off someone’s benefits,” said Pat Levy-Lavelle, a lawyer with the center that has been representing people seeking jobless benefits.



	

		Virginia leads nation in COVID-19 app use

	Virginia Business

	· According to a Dec. 7 report from The New York Times , a higher percentage of Virginians have downloaded the state’s COVIDWISE coronavirus exposure app , compared with apps offered by other states.
· Amid grim headlines related to the coronavirus, Virginia has one piece of bright news — it leads the nation in the percentage of citizens that have downloaded a COVID-19 app to alert users about possible instances of exposure to the coronavirus.
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		Student Ratings On Quality Of Education During Covid Are Telling

	Forbes

	· Overall, students who are engaged in entirely in-person education this year give the highest quality ratings with 85% saying their education is “excellent” or “very good.”
· If you think colleges improved their online learning from the spring to fall or that for-profit universities receive the lowest quality grades, well – you’re in for a surprise.




		A 'skills revolution' is key for the future, says World Economic Forum leader

	HR Dive

	· WEF and AWS have worked together "to make sure we're looking for new ways to train and certify individuals around the world with expanded job skills," Carlson said.
· But a company that truly seeks transformation will need to embrace reinvention and prioritize workforce training needs, Schwab said.




		Increasing Opportunity for All, During the Pandemic and Beyond

	Strada Education Network

	· Collins said he worries that low-income Black and Latino workers will be steered toward lateral career moves and short-term skills training while more affluent white learners continue to pursue bachelor’s degrees, increasing both their income and their future career opportunities.
· When it comes to postpandemic economic recovery, Michael Collins, a vice president at JFF, warns against creating a two-tiered education and training system that further marginalizes people from low-income families and communities of color.




		Weekly initial jobless claims rose to 885,000 last week

	NBC News Top Stories

	· Initial weekly jobless claims rose to 885,000 reflecting the escalating economic toll of cities and states struggling to contain surging Covid-19 numbers — and prompting starkly worded calls for Congress to pass another round of fiscal stimulus to help keep millions of Americans financially solvent.
· The latest number, an increase of 23,000 from the previous week's revised levels, does little to allay economists’ concerns about the combination of renewed business closures and lockdowns, weakening retail spending and the looming cutoff of federal financial support programs for borrowers and unemployed workers.




		Fall's Enrollment Decline Now Has a Final Tally. Here's What's Behind It.
	

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education
	

	· Enrollment at for-profit four-year colleges, after fluctuating according to previous reports, rose 5.3 percent, though it reflected a smaller group of students overall — an increase to 789,888 from 749,885.
· Public four-year institutions, which experienced a 4.6-percent increase in graduate enrollment, accounted for the majority of this growth.
	· 



	

		The human costs of the pandemic: Is it time to prioritize well-being?
	

	Brookings
	

	· Yet the characteristics of vulnerable groups differ, and the trends were less likely to be associated with deaths of despair as they are in the U.S. In the U.K., for example, Asians, Muslims, and other minorities report disproportionately high levels of anxiety 8 compared to whites during COVID-19.
· Our analyses suggest that the emotional costs of the pandemic are much higher for the poor and vulnerable than they are for the rich, heightening deep pre-existing inequities in well-being in the U.S and many other countries.
	· 



	

		Professor Bruce D. Meyer, Colleagues Release Real-time Poverty Estimates During the COVID-19 Pandemic through October 2020
	

	The University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy
	

	· Early on in the pandemic the federal government offered a relief package that included large, one-time stimulus payments to households and greatly expanded unemployment insurance benefits.
· Schaefer College Professor of Economics and co-founder of the Wilson Sheehan Lab for Economic Opportunities ( LEO ) at the University of Notre Dame; Bruce Meyer , the McCormick Foundation Professor at the University of Chicago Harris School of Public Policy; and Jeehoon Han , an economist at Zhejiang University, have constructed a new poverty measure that provides near-real-time poverty estimates using U.S. Census Bureau data.
	· 



	

		College and University Presidents Respond to COVID-19: 2020 Fall Term Survey, Part II
	

	Education
	

	· In this second survey of the fall 2020 term, 268 presidents* responded to share their most pressing concerns, how the pandemic has affected their fall enrollment and financial health, plans for the spring 2021 term, efforts to support student, faculty, and staff mental health, and strategies for internationalization.
· The survey also captures college and university efforts to promote civic engagement and student voting in the last election, as well as presidents' thoughts on the level of priority the incoming Biden administration should place on some key higher education-related policy topics.
	· 



	

		Ten Observations on COVID-19 and Higher Ed
	

	Inside Higher Ed
	

	· Given the important role colleges play in spread of the virus, I would not be surprised to see the new Biden team establish some new universal federal requirements for higher education institutions.
· 7. In contrast to community colleges, private for-profit institutions are seeing enrollment increases.
	· 



	

		Will they stay or will they go? A new poll reveals college students’ concerns amid the pandemic
	

	Lumina Foundation
	

	· A new Gallup poll of U.S. college students offers an insightful – and sobering – glimpse into how the pandemic is disrupting students’ plans to stay in college, learn online, and earn their degrees.
· About half of students seeking bachelor’s (49%) and associate degrees (56%) are “very likely” or “likely” to stop their college careers, due to the pandemic and financial and emotional stress.
	· 



	

		The Demographic Cliff: 5 Findings From New Projections of High-School Graduates
	

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education
	

	· To understand what the future holds for higher education, it’s not enough to just look at the projected number of high-school graduates.
· Its latest projections, published on Tuesday, provide a crucial glimpse of the number of high-school graduates that higher education can expect to see.
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