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		Virginia COVID-19 cases rise by 3,915 on Thursday

	https://www.whsv.com

	You can now call WHSV for the latest COVID-19 case numbers in the health districts we cover, as well as the case numbers in Grant, Hardy and Pendleton Counties, W. Va. Our COVID-19 hotline will be updated daily.
 




		Virginia Employment Commission

	Virginia

	RICHMOND—The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) announced that the number of initial claims filed during the December 5 filing week jumped to its highest level since the August 8 filing week, according to figures released today.
 




		Gatherings capped at 10, mask mandate expanded in latest round of COVID-19 restrictions - Virginia Mercury
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	Gov. Ralph Northam at a press conference in October. (Ned Oliver/Virginia Mercury)Starting Monday, gatherings in Virginia will be capped at 10 people and the state’s mask mandate will be expanded to include outdoor settings where social distancing isn’t possible.
 
	



	

		Va. initial jobless claims nearly doubled last week | Virginia Business
	

	Virginia Business
	

	Va. initial jobless claims nearly doubled last week 16,000 new claims came in the week ending Dec. 5 Published December 10, 2020 by Sydney Lake The number of initial jobless claims filed last week jumped 93.5% — its highest level since the Aug.
 
	



	

		Virginia Allocates $100 Million Rebuild VA Economic Recovery Fund, Benefitting 2,500 Small Businesses and Nonprofits Impacted by COVID-19 Pandemic
	

	Virginia
	

	· Virginia Allocates $100 Million Rebuild VA Economic Recovery Fund, Benefitting 2,500 Small Businesses and Nonprofits Impacted by COVID-19 Pandemic Governor Northam urges Congress to quickly pass a bipartisan COVID-19 relief package so Virginia can continue program RICHMOND —Governor Ralph Northam today announced that the $100 million Rebuild VA economic recovery fund has awarded grants to 2,500 Virginia businesses and nonprofits whose normal operations were disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
· Rebuild VA, which is administered by the Department of Small Business and Supplier Diversity (SBSD), launched in August with an initial $70 million from the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. In October , Governor Northam directed an additional $30 million in CARES Act dollars to expand the program.
	· 



	

		Virginia now set to receive 480,000 COVID-19 vaccine doses by end of December
	

	https://www.nbc12.com
	

	“Vaccine will be provided to Virginians in a way that is fair, ethical, and transparent,” said Virginia State Health Commissioner M. Norman Oliver, M.D., M.A. “We will focus initially on the groups that have been most at risk for severe illness from COVID-19 infections and those whose work puts them at greatest risk of contracting COVID-19 infections.
 
	



	

		Surging COVID-19 cases overwhelm local contact tracing efforts - Virginia Mercury
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· As COVID-19 infections continue to surge across Virginia, the state’s Department of Health released new guidelines to prioritize contact tracing for cases most likely to fuel transmission.
· Virginia Health Commissioner Dr. Norman Oliver announced the recommendations in a letter to health care providers on Monday, writing that “substantial levels” of community transmission “have forced many local health departments to prioritize contact tracing efforts for key elements of the population.”
	· 



	

		Can employers force workers to get COVID-19 vaccine? Virginia gives businesses the option
	

	8News
	

	· (WRIC) -- While many remain skeptical of a COVID-19 vaccine, Virginians wondering if their employers can require their workers to get the injection may not be up for debate.
· Can employers force workers to get COVID-19 vaccine?
	



	

		Va. employment may not fully recover until 2023 to 2025

	Virginia Business

	· Virginia may not get back to full, pre-pandemic employment until 2023 to 2025, according to Moody’s Analytics employment forecasting, but Stephen Moret, president and CEO of Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP) is hopeful that the commonwealth could recover sooner.
· VEDP’s proposals for the blueprint include increasing manufacturing, international trade and workforce development programs while establishing new supply chains and bringing internationally outsourced jobs back to the United States and Virginia.
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		Food Insecurity Among Students Continues During Pandemic

	Inside Higher Ed

	· The report, part of a Chegg.org survey series on how students are faring during the pandemic, is fairly consistent with other research highlighting the impact of COVID-19 on students’ basic needs , but it focuses specifically on food insecurity.
· Male students were more likely to say they had access to food -- both on and off campus from food banks -- than female students, the report said.




		Weekly initial jobless claims surge to 853,000 vs. 730,000 expected

	NBC News Top Stories

	· Initial jobless claims soared to 853,000 last week, as the surge in coronavirus cases pushed more businesses to implement stricter measures on social distancing, forcing more people out of their job.
· Economists had predicted the latest weekly jobless claims total would be around 730,000, higher than the prior week's tally of 712,000 , but still more than three times the pre-pandemic average of 200,000.




		Fewer new high school grads attended college this fall

	Community College Daily

	· Although the pandemic appears to have had little effect on the number of high school students graduating this spring, there was a 30% drop among those graduates who enrolled in community colleges this fall, with a staggering 37% fewer students from low-income high schools, according to preliminary data from the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center .
· The numbers are down across all higher education sectors, but the changes among new high school graduates going to community colleges are the largest in terms of percentage, especially among students from low-income high schools, the report shows.




		The Real Covid-19 Enrollment Crisis: Fewer Low-Income Students Went Straight to College
	

	The Chronicle of Higher Education
	

	· This year, 21.7 percent fewer high-school graduates went straight to college compared with 2019, according to a new report from the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center.
· Across all types of institutions, immediate enrollment of students from low-income high schools fell 29.2 percent, compared with 16.9 percent for graduates of higher-income schools, according to the report.
	· 



	

		More than 42 million student loan borrowers don't have to resume payments until February
	

	CNBC
	

	· Those on a standard repayment plan can switch to an income-driven one, which will generally lower monthly payments by increasing the time it will take to pay off the loan in full, said Bridget Haile, head of borrower success at Summer.
· While it seems likely that Biden will extend the payment moratorium, it's not yet known that he will, said Will Sealy, co-founder and CEO of Summer, a company that helps borrowers simplify and save on student debt.
	· 



	

		Supporting an Equitable Distribution of COVID-19 Vaccines - National Governors Association
	

	National Governors Association
	

	· Governors of states and territories, working in close collaboration with local partners, will have responsibility for the “last mile” of COVID-19 vaccine distribution, which will include receiving vaccine allocations from the federal government; managing the systems for ordering, distributing, and monitoring them; and supporting the administration of vaccines in a wide variety of health care and community settings.
· Federal, state, territorial, tribal, and local governments and partners must work collaboratively to ensure that vaccines are distributed in a manner that protects public health and safeguards those at highest risk for severe COVID-19 disease.
	· 



	

		How the Pandemic Worsened — and Highlighted — Community Colleges' Chronic Challenges
	

	The Chronicle of Higher Education
	

	· “The students who were less likely to enroll were minority, refugee, undocumented, and low income,” says Joseph Garcia, chancellor of the Colorado Community College System.
· Data collected by the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center found that two-year public institutions nationwide suffered the largest fall undergraduate-enrollment decrease of any higher-education sector by far — 9.5 percent.
	· 



	

		College completion rate stays flat: report
	

	Higher Ed Dive
	

	· Slight decreases in completion rates among traditional-age and community college students drove the slowdown, according to the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center, which examined rates for first-time students, including those who transferred.
· The pace at which students are finishing college continues to slow , according to new data showing the six-year graduation rates of undergraduate learners who started in the fall of 2014.
	· 



	

		New Data: Sharp Declines in Community College Enrollment Are Being Driven By Disappearing Male Students
	

	The 74
	

	· At Southwest Tennessee Community College in Memphis, fully half of the Black male students enrolled in the spring of 2020 and still working toward graduation did not enroll this fall.
· The latest fall college enrollment figures released this month tell a startling story that alarms educators: The sharp declines at community colleges — far larger than at four-year colleges — are due mostly to disappearing male students.
	· 
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