		

	December 03, 2020




					COVID 19 UPDATE - VIRGINIA NEWS




		More than 2,000 new COVID-19 cases confirmed in Virginia | Positivity rate jumps to 8.8%

	https://www.nbc12.com

	RICHMOND, Va. (WWBT) - The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) reported 244,503 total coronavirus cases throughout the state Thursday, a 2,023 case increase from Wednesday.
 




		Virginia Employment Commission

	Virginia

	· The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 713,824 in the week ending November 28, a decrease of 122,453 (or -14.6 percent) from the previous week.
· RICHMOND—The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) announced that the number of initial claims filed during the November 28 filing week fell to its lowest level since the Pandemic’s employment effects began to be felt in mid-March, according to figures released today.




		Southwest Virginia a ‘cautionary tale’ as COVID-19 hospitalizations rise across the state

	Virginia Mercury

	· “We attempted to take every possible step to avoid postponing nonemergency procedures, but we find ourselves at a point where it’s necessary to preserve workforce and resources in order to meet the surge of COVID patients into our hospitals,” said Dr. Clay Runnels, the system’s chief physician executive.
· The same day, Ballad Health — one of the region’s largest hospital systems with locations in 29 counties across Southwest Virginia, Northeast Tennessee, Northwest North Carolina and Southeast Kentucky — announced it was suspending all elective surgeries for the next month starting Monday.




		Northam: 'All options remains on table' as COVID-19 cases spike

	INSIDENOVA.COM

	· Gov. Ralph Northam didn't announce any new pandemic restrictions during a Tuesday afternoon update on COVID-19 in Virginia, but he warned "all options remain on the table." The governor also announced early details on a statewide COVID-19 vaccine distribution plan, with the Pfizer version of the vaccine possibly reaching Virginia in the next couple weeks.
· Northam said he hopes most Virginians will have received the vaccine by this summer.




		Va. Dec. 2 COVID-19 update: Hospitalizations climb again by nearly 100 patients, 20 new deaths reported

	WAVY.com

	· Virginia’s current number of COVID-19 patients, 1,860 is a record high and more than 200 patients higher than its initial peak on May 8.
· Hampton Roads is seeing a steady uptick (337 patients), up nearly double this time last month.




		REV Grants: the huge public response is sobering, and some of the stories behind the numbers are heart-wrenching - VCCS

	VCCS

	· The “Re-Employing Virginians” (REV) initiative is funded with federal CARES Act money and offers to pay for up to $3,000 for tuition for targeted career and workforce training programs at Virginia’s Community Colleges, for people whose jobs were disrupted by the Covid-19 pandemic.
· Thousands of potential applicants have made inquiries at the vccs.edu/rev web page since Virginia Governor Ralph Northam announced the limited-time grants on October 30.




		Virginia’s early COVID-19 vaccination plan anticipates doses will be scarce

	Virginia Mercury

	· Ultra-cold storage facilities aren’t uncommon at many hospitals, but the requirements make it difficult to ship to or hold the vaccines at sites like nursing homes or community health centers.
· If the CDC distributes doses directly to the states, Virginia is also developing a strategy to accommodate storage requirements and distribute the vaccine to high-priority groups.




		Virginia’s contact tracing app could be a vital tool in fighting COVID-19 — if people would use it

	Virginia Mercury

	· Virginians also have to update the app if they’ve received a positive test result — a critical part of the process that allows the software to alert contacts who spent 15 minutes or more within six feet of the infected person over the last 14 days.
· COVIDWISE warns that it could take health officials between one and three days to contact users, depending on when their lab results are submitted to the agency, but Hochman said he hadn’t heard back more than a week after the pharmacy notified him that he tested positive.





COVID 19 UPDATE - NATIONAL NEWS




		U.S. Unemployment Claims Fell Last Week After Recent Rise
	

	WSJ
	

	· Other recent data, from the Commerce Department, suggest the economic recovery from the spring’s shutdowns has continued.
· Weekly initial claims for jobless benefits, a proxy for layoffs, fell by 75,000 to a seasonally adjusted 712,000 in the week ended Nov. 28, the Labor Department said Thursday.
	· 



	

		US reports highest number of Covid-19 deaths in a single day
	

	CNN.com - RSS Channel - HP Hero
	

	· “The 911 emergency medical system throughout the United States is at a breaking point,” Aarron Reinert, the president of the American Ambulance Association, wrote in a recent letter to the Department of Health and Human Services.
· Reinert said in the letter that public and private ambulance services in all 50 states must have additional funding in order to continue providing the services they have supplied since the pandemic began last spring.
	· 



	

		When Covid-19 closed schools, Black, Hispanic and poor kids took biggest hit in math, reading
	

	NBC News
	

	· NWEA’s findings echo the results of another national testing organization, Renaissance Learning, Inc., which reviewed scores from more than 3 million U.S. students in grades one through eight on another widely used school assessment called Star and found that reading scores were down slightly and math scores were down significantly compared to a typical year.
· Kuhfeld and her colleagues analyzed scores from NWEA’s MAP Growth assessments, which thousands of U.S. schools give to students multiple times a year to track their progress in math and reading.
	· 



	

		Despite holiday travel season, more than 90,000 airline workers have lost jobs
	

	CBS News
	

	Despite holiday travel season, more than 90,000 airline workers have lost jobs Millions of people have already taken off for Thanksgiving, but the increase in travel isn't getting tens of thousands of airline workers off the ground.
 
	



	

		Nine months after the health and economic crisis began, unemployment claims near record high
	

	CNBC
	

	· (These figures don't reflect seasonal adjustments, to better compare statistics across time periods.) More from Personal Finance: For student loan borrowers, monthly payments resume in January What to do before making a charitable donation Congress stalled on stimulus talks as millions face benefits cliff The current level, while down substantially from its pandemic high of nearly 23 million claims in May, is still nearly triple what it was in February.
· "We've never seen a shock like this." Continued claims Around 5.9 million filed a "continued claim" for state unemployment insurance the week of Nov. 14, according to the Labor Department.
	· 



	

		Listen Up | Strada Education Network
	

	Strada Education Network
	

	· A registered nurse with an associate degree who quit her job to help her children with virtual learning but hopes to soon continue working toward her bachelor’s.
· For Smith, the piece she needed in her educational experience was academic and career guidance — someone who could help her navigate her program .
	· 



	

		Mental health, for-profits and aid concerns for student veterans
	

	Inside Higher Ed | Higher Education News, Career Advice, Jobs
	

	· Student veterans are likely to start their education at community colleges, said Emily Schwartz, program manager at Ithaka S+R and one of the authors of the brief.
· A recent brief from the American Talent Initiative urges colleges to enroll more students who are military service veterans.
	· 



	

		The Humanities After Covid-19
	

	CHE
	

	· Disciplines of study exist only to the extent that they are grounded in institutions and practices: in syllabi, in methods of argument, in archives that compel inquiry, topics that inspire debate, and above all in the human labor of research, writing, and teaching according to norms that one acquires by training.
· When the Covid-19 pandemic assaulted already weak university finances last spring, the first effect was across the board hiring freezes , including on searches that were already underway or near completion.
	· 



	

		CDC will decrease quarantine time to 7-10 days
	

	CNN.com - RSS Channel - HP Hero
	

	· The new guidelines will recommend close contacts of those infected with the coronavirus should quarantine for 7 to 10 days after exposure, down from the 14 days currently recommended , the official said.
· Previously, the CDC defined a close contact as 15 minutes of continuous exposure to an infected individual.
	· 



	

		Report: Improving Enrollment Health
	

	Inside Higher Ed
	

	· To fix this problem, Ad Astra encourages colleges to examine their "enrollment health" by looking beyond how many students are enrolled in which majors, to what time, place and way they're taking courses.
· Institutions need to rethink their offerings in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and its subsequent negative enrollment impacts, according to a new report from Ad Astra.
	· 



	

		Embedding Certifications Into Bachelor's Degrees
	

	Inside Higher Ed
	

	A new report describes a framework for embedding industry certifications into bachelor's degree programs, an approach that could increase the job-market value of some degrees. The report is based on a project led by Workcred, a nonprofit organization, in partnership with the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU), the Coalition of Urban Serving Universities (USU), and the University Professional and Continuing Education Association (UPCEA).
 
	



	

		Colleges Grapple With Grim Financial Realities
	

	The Chronicle of Higher Education
	

	· Many of the surveyed institutions — particularly small private colleges — offered high discount rates and saw significant declines in net-tuition revenue.
· On the whole, says John Barnshaw, vice president for research and data science at Ad Astra, the survey confirms some assumptions about the pressures colleges are facing and indicates that institutions with size, prestige, and higher graduation rates — qualities that provided “preservative effects” in the crisis — will pull away from smaller, poorer institutions.
	· 



	

		More people with bachelor’s degrees go back to school to learn skilled trades - The Hechinger Report
	

	The Hechinger Report
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		As Hospitals Fill With COVID-19 Patients, Medical Reinforcements Are Hard To Find
	

	News : NPR
	

	Last spring, nurses and doctors traveled to New York and other COVID-19 hot spots to help overwhelmed hospitals. But with the virus spreading everywhere, hospitals now have nowhere to turn for help.
 
	



	

		In managing covid-19, colleges must tend to students’ minds as much as their bodies
	

	Washington Post: Breaking News, World, US, DC News & Analysis
	

	· Instead, struggles may be hidden away in quiet dorm rooms, as suffering students are unwilling or unable to share their pain on campuses that can feel, by necessity, like minimum-security prisons.
· This week and in the weeks ahead, college students across the country — many sent home until well after the new year — will weigh whether to return to campus next semester.
	· 
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