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			COVID 19 UPDATE - VIRGINIA NEWS
	



	

		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND—The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) announced that the number of initial claims filed during the January 16 filing week remained elevated when compared to recent months’ levels, according to figures released today.
· The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 960,668 in the week ending January 16, a decrease of 151,303 (or -13.6 percent) from the previous week.
	· 



	

		Virginia Jan. 21 COVID-19 update: 4,013 new cases, 79 new deaths; Northam to speak at 2
	

	WAVY.com
	

	· Cases, deaths and hospitalizations are still on the rise overall in Hampton Roads, though the percentage of positive tests is slightly lower in recent days.
· (WAVY) — Virginia reported 4,013 new cases and 79 new COVID-19 deaths on Thursday ahead of Gov. Ralph Northam’s vaccine briefing at 2 p.m.
	· 



	

		Emergency legislation aims to expand the pool of COVID-19 vaccinators in Virginia
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· Sen. Siobhan Dunnavant, R-Henrico (a practicing OB-GYN), is the lead patron on an emergency bill that would allow any qualified health care provider in Virginia to volunteer as a vaccinator.
· Hospitals asked Northam to issue an executive order that would allow recently retired staff and other qualified employees to administer vaccines after a brief refresher course.
	· 



	

		Virginia's economic development posts 'solid year' despite pandemic, but recovery uneven
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	For example, the Senate Finance Committee later unanimously endorsed a bill sponsored by Chair Janet Howell, D-Fairfax, to create the Digital Technology Grant Fund, which would give $5.6 million a year in incentives to Microsoft Corp.
 
	



	

		Va. unemployment claims remain high, but new claims drop
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· Although the number of initial jobless claims filed last week dropped relative to the previous week, unemployment numbers remain high, according to figures released by the Virginia Employment Commission on Thursday.
· During the week ending Jan. 16, 21,073 Virginians filed initial claims, a 25.3% decline from the previous week, which saw 28,227 people file new claims, the highest number since July 2020.
	· 



	

		Coronavirus update: Nearly 40,000 people have been fully vaccinated in Virginia
	

	8News
	

	· The Virginia Department of Health is reporting 4,013 new COVID-19 cases.
· VDH is reporting that 320,593 first doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have been administered as of Jan. 20.
	· 



	

		Virginia reports 6th highest increase in weekly unemployment claims in US since start of pandemic
	

	WTKR
	

	· Virginia ranked 5th for highest unemployment claims made in the U.S. for the first week in 2021 versus last year.
· The Commonwealth also ranked 6th for highest claims made in the nation since the start of the pandemic compared to last year.
	· 



	

		VEC: Renewed CARES Act unemployment benefit programs delayed
	

	https://www.nbc12.com
	

	“This additional benefit will be added to weeks claimed beginning with the week ending January 2, 2021,” the website stated. “FPUC will be payable as long as you are eligible through benefit week ending March 14, 2021.”
 
	



	

		Virginians age 65 and older can now receive COVID-19 vaccine as state ramps up vaccinations | WTOP
	

	WTOP
	

	· Virginia is steadily working its way through its list of Priority 1 recipients of the COVID-19 vaccines, but a health official said that more would need to be done to stop the steady rise of coronavirus cases.
· Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam said Thursday that the commonwealth is following federal guidance to immediately open vaccinations up for people who were not initially included in the earlier phases of the rollout.
	· 



	

		VDH sets COVID-19 vaccine timetable to reach distribution goals
	

	https://www.nbc12.com
	

	The governor’s office is firing back saying in a statement, “Todd Gilbert and his crew have spent a year pretending this pandemic is not a problem—we’re pleased he’s finally realized the scope of federal mismanagement.
 
	



	

		Dashboards track COVID-19 cases, outbreaks at Virginia colleges
	

	Roanoke Times
	

	· The department also said Tuesday that a separate dashboard hosted by colleges and universities — accessible at www.covid19.va.education — will compile case counts across institutions.
· Another 27 outbreaks are “pending closure,” meaning 28 days have passed without a new case, but official closure may be delayed due to a lag in data processing, according to the department.
	· 



	

		Virginia Releases December 2020 Revenue Report
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND —Governor Ralph Northam today announced that total General Fund revenues rose 15.1 percent in December, driven by solid growth in payroll withholding, corporate income tax, sales and use taxes, and recordation tax collections.
· On a fiscal year-to-date basis, total revenue collections rose 7.8 percent through December, well ahead of the annual forecast of 1.2 percent growth.
	· 



	

		'I can't believe I did this': Grant supports VA Ready's work to retrain commonwealth's unemployed population
	

	8News
	

	· Becca Austin of Richmond and Tracey Delagarza of Newport News each recently completed programs through VA Ready.
· Reynolds Foundation is awarding a two-year grant of $50,000 to the Virginia Ready Initiative (VA Ready), a public-private partnership dedicated to retraining unemployed Virginians and helping them secure in-demand positions.
	· 



	

		Northam directs school divisions to start making plans for reopening
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· In a separate briefing later on Thursday, Lane said many divisions have been basing their reopening decisions primarily on top indicators from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which advise schools to consider community case rates and the percentage of positive tests over the last two weeks.
· But a new letter from Virginia Superintendent of Public Instruction James Lane and state Health Commissioner Dr. Norman Oliver assured superintendents, school leadership and local health departments that “data increasingly suggest that school reopenings are unlikely to contribute significantly to community transmission when rates of community transmission are low and schools have infection prevention measures in place.”
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		Unemployment Claims Stay Stubbornly High As Biden Takes Office

	News : NPR

	New claims for state unemployment benefits dipped last week but remained high, showcasing the economic challenges facing President Biden. (Image credit: Jim Watson/AFP via Getty Images)
 



	

		Adding College Transfer to the Biden Administration's Agenda

	Inside Higher Ed

	· For too long, we have sold students and families across the country false promises about transfer, encouraging them to enroll in community college as a more affordable way to achieve the same end goal of a bachelor’s degree.
· He laid out a robust college access and affordability agenda that included increasing need-based aid for low-income students, encouraging community college enrollment and reining in ballooning student loan debt.



	

		Biden extends break on repaying student loans

	Inside Higher Ed

	· The Education Department said Wednesday night that at President Joe Biden's request, it is continuing to give student loan borrowers a break from making their monthly payments for another nine months, until Sept.
· The pandemic has only increased the economic hardship of the millions of Americans who have student debt,” Biden said in an executive order he issued after being sworn in as president.



	

		Free college could become a reality under a Biden administration

	CNBC

	· "You've got a net effect of almost two million more students enrolled in college," said Robert Shapiro, the lead author of the study and a former economic advisor to President Bill Clinton.
· On the campaign trail, Biden said he will enact legislation to ensure that students can go to community college for up to two years without having to pay tuition.



	

		Moving toward multiple assessments for placement

	Community College Daily

	· Community college leaders have for many years talked about moving away from single-source placement tests to other ways to measure whether students should be placed in developmental education courses, including looking at high school grade point averages.
· State systems can play an important role by providing guidance and resources to community colleges that want to expand the measures they use to assess whether students need developmental education, according to a new brief from the Center for the Analysis of Postsecondary Readiness at Columbia University.



	

		Covid-19 Is Accelerating Changes in Standardized Testing. Expect to See More.

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education

	· In case you never took them, the multiple-choice exams — given in 20 subjects, including biology, history, and mathematics — were long a means for high-achieving students to load up their college applications with additional evidence of academic prowess.
· Then Covid-19 upended the admissions realm, limiting students’ access to exams and prompting most colleges to at least temporarily suspend their testing requirements.



	

		The pandemic is speeding up the mass disappearance of men from college

	The Hechinger Report

	· “In a sense, we have lost a generation of men to Covid-19,” said Adrian Huerta, an assistant professor of education at the University of Southern California who studies college-going among boys and men.
· It’s also opened jobs for young men from Worcester high schools at grocery stores and at Amazon, FedEx and other delivery companies, said Lynnel Reed, head guidance counselor at University Park, nearly two-thirds of whose students are considered economically disadvantaged .



	

		‘It’s just too much’: Why students are abandoning community colleges in droves

	The Hechinger Report

	· Fall enrollment at community colleges was down 10 percent from a year earlier, according to National Student Clearinghouse data from mid-December.
· If those trends continue, they could exacerbate existing racial and socioeconomic gaps in higher education, as four-year schools, which tend to serve wealthier and whiter populations, bounce back more quickly while the pandemic hollows out community colleges that have been slowly leaking students for a decade.



	

		Education Department releases billions in aid to colleges

	Inside Higher Ed

	· The U.S. Education Department on Thursday made available the $21.2 billion in help to higher education included in the coronavirus relief legislation Congress and President Trump approved in December, but undocumented students could be left out of getting help through emergency student grants again.
· As for the latest round of approved coronavirus relief, it will allow more flexibility on how colleges and universities can spend the money than in last spring’s CARES Act, and allows for more students to be eligible to receive emergency student grants.
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