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		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	· The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 740,787 in the week ending April 3, an increase of 18,172 (or 2.5 percent) from the previous week.
· For the filing week ending April 3, the figure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia was 28,526.
	· 



	

		As Virginia continues to give over 50K COVID-19 vaccination doses per day, clinics require more volunteers
	

	WTKR
	

	· The Virginia Department of Health released their daily updated numbers involving COVID-19 cases within the state.
· As of Thursday Virginia has given a total of 4,414,376 COVID-19 vaccines.
	· 



	

		Virginia Community College Leaders React to Tuition-Free Initiative
	

	Diverse
	

	· Beginning July 1, low- and middle-income community college students working towards degrees in information technology and computer science, early childhood education, manufacturing and skilled trades, health care or public safety can qualify for financial assistance to cover the cost of tuition, textbooks and other fees.
· “The G3 program will connect thousands of Virginians with the skills, training and resources they need to secure jobs in high-demand fields and support themselves and their families—all without being forced to shoulder mountains of student debt,” said Northam.
	· 



	

		VEC will require those on unemployment to apply to two jobs a week
	

	8News
	

	· (WRIC) -- The Virginia Employment Commission announced on Tuesday that it will begin requiring that people receiving unemployment benefits start applying to at least two jobs a week.
· VEC said the active job search requirement is part of state and federal law, but was temporarily suspended by Northam back in March 2020 in response to the influx of unemployment claims at the start of the coronavirus pandemic.
	· 



	

		Virginia to pilot COVID-19 testing program in public schools
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· Dr. Laurie Forlano, a deputy commissioner for the Virginia Department of Health, said the agency is launching a pilot program to provide rapid antigen tests to schools across the state.
· The state is in the beginning stages of launching the pilot program, but Forlano said she aims to provide testing resources to every local school division that requests them.
	· 



	

		COVID roundup: Parts of Va. open vaccinations to all over age 16
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· As of Monday, parts of Virginia have entered the second phase of COVID-19 vaccination — allowing all Virginians age 16 and older to receive shots, according to the Virginia Department of Health.
· Most of the rest of the state is in phase 1c, which prioritizes vaccinations for people working in energy, higher education, finance, legal and housing and construction sectors, as well as water, waste removal, food service, transportation and logistics, information technology and communication, media and public safety, and public health workers not included in earlier vaccination phases.
	· 



	

		Virginia Expands COVID-19 Vaccination Workforce, Creates Additional Pathway to Enlist Volunteer Vaccinators
	

	Virginia
	

	· Eligible health care providers may register to volunteer as a COVID-19 vaccinator through either the Virginia Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) or the newly-established Virginia Volunteer Vaccinator Registry (VVVR).
· RICHMOND— Governor Ralph Northam today announced several efforts aimed at increasing Virginia’s vaccinator workforce to support the continued expansion of COVID-19 vaccinations across the Commonwealth, including a new initiative to recruit eligible individuals interested in administering vaccines.
	· 



	

		Virginia Invests Over $203.6 Million to Expand Access to Child Care, Increase Support for Providers
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND— Governor Ralph Northam today announced that an additional $203.6 million in federal stimulus funds and expanded eligibility criteria for the Child Care Subsidy Program will help further stabilize Virginia’s early childhood care and education system, provide child care assistance to additional families as they seek stable employment or return to work, and deliver critical operational and technical resources to new and returning child care providers.
· The expansion of the Child Care Subsidy Program is a result of House Bill 2206, sponsored by Speaker Filler-Corn and recently signed into law by Governor Northam, which establishes a new short-term eligibility category for parents seeking financial assistance for child care while they are looking for employment and temporarily expands income eligibility guidelines for families with young children.
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		U.S. weekly jobless claims rise again, but labor market recovery gaining steam

	U.S.

	· WASHINGTON (Reuters) -The number of Americans filing new claims for unemployment benefits unexpectedly rose last week, but the increase likely understated the rapidly improving labor market conditions as more parts of the economy reopen and fiscal stimulus kicks in.
· “Our belief is that continued moves to reopen the economy will result in a solid further advance in payrolls in the April jobs report and that the claims data are likely not capturing the pace of improvement in the labor market,” said Conrad DeQuadros, senior economic advisor at Brean Capital in New York.




		Some colleges confront political headwinds in adopting COVID vaccine mandates

	Inside Higher Ed | Higher Education News, Career Advice, Jobs

	· Meanwhile, officials at Nova Southeastern University in Florida are reviewing how an April 2 executive order signed by Republican governor Ron DeSantis barring businesses from requiring patrons or customers provide proof of COVID vaccination might affect the university’s previously announced plans to require vaccinations for all students, faculty and staff next fall.
· Justin Sloan, vice president for institutional effectiveness and planning at St. Edward's, said students who request an exemption or choose not to disclose their vaccination status will likely be subject to different health and safety protocols regarding quarantining and asymptomatic testing than their vaccinated peers.




		Americans’ Shaken Confidence and Shifting Preferences Dominate Higher Ed Heading into 2021

	The EvoLLLution

	· Many believe they would need additional education to get comparable work, with well over a third of adults who have had their work disrupted by COVID-19 saying it has made them more likely to enroll in higher education.
· Disrupted workers, current students and aspiring adult learners are all more concerned about whether higher education will make them attractive job candidates.




		Pandemic food assistance extended for up to 25 million Americans

	ABC News

	· The federal food assistance policy from President Joe Biden's American Rescue Plan will help as many as 25 million Americans who "may not always have access to nutritious food," the administration reported.
· The plan will provide families with access to the Pandemic EBT program so they can "purchase healthy food more easily during the pandemic," according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture's American Rescue Plan website.




		Community college: How education’s ‘best-kept secret’ stays afloat

	The Christian Science Monitor

	· We’re here for the students and to help them succeed,” Armineh Dereghishian, acting dean of outreach and student life at Los Angeles City College, says of her school’s enlistment of more than 100 volunteers to call 6,000 students who’d registered for fall and winter classes but hadn’t signed up for spring.
· Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona says the “nation’s best-kept secret” is community colleges, which offer affordable paths to careers like health care, manufacturing, and information technology, as well as transfer opportunities to other degrees.




		Why students don't fill out the FAFSA

	Inside Higher Ed | Higher Education News, Career Advice, Jobs

	· A new survey by EAB, the education consulting company, of more than 15,000 high school students has found that 30 percent of both first-generation and low-income students said completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid was difficult, a rate that is 10 to 15 percentage points higher than the proportion of other students who said it was.
· "When we asked students who encouraged them to complete the FAFSA, both first-generation and low-income students cited high school counselors and teachers as the #1 and #3 most important, while parents were #2 and college representatives a very close #4.




		Stakeholders Call for Focus on Equity as Community Colleges Recover From COVID-19 Crisis
 
Diverse Education

	

	· Over the summer, some institutions shifted their focus to investing in professional development opportunities for faculty and staff to improve the ways they would provide remote instruction to prepare for the fall semester.
· “There is the need for professional development to continue to build a culture of equity and improve outcomes, but also to be responsive to what our students may be feeling and experiencing,” says Trent.




		Early college can help drive student success
	

	Community College Daily
	

	· To help provide enhanced economic and social opportunities for Brockton students, HarborOne Bank is partnering with Massasoit Community College and Brockton High School (BHS) to establish the HarborOne Early College Program.
· During the last pandemic-fueled academic year, the completion rates for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) — a statistic that helps point to interest in attending college — have dropped considerably, with a 25% decline at schools enrolling the most low-income students of color.
	· 



	

		The US economy is growing at its fastest pace since 1984
	

	CNN.com - RSS Channel - HP Hero
	

	· The IMF expects that the coronavirus vaccine rollout and massive government stimulus will combine this year to produce the fastest annual growth rate in the United States since 1984 under President Ronald Reagan.
· The IMF said the "unprecedented policy response" to the pandemic means the "recession is likely to leave smaller scars than the 2008 global financial crisis." The group estimates global output dropped 3.3% in 2020, while the US economy shrunk 3.5%.
	· 



	

		Pandemic reduces number of high school students taking dual enrollment courses
	

	The Hechinger Report
	

	· During a chaotic and uncertain academic year, some courses also “just weren’t offered because we couldn’t guarantee that [students] were going to be in school,” said Mercedes Pour, director of college access for the Maine Community College System.
· At 18 years old, Lopez is among what varying estimates say is between 10 percent to 34 percent of high school students who take college-level courses that give them a head start on credits, save time and money and prepare them for the demands of higher education.
	· 



	

		U.S. Department of Education Provides Debt Relief for 45 HBCUs
	

	Diverse
	

	Dr. Miguel Cardona To support institutional advancement, the United States Department of Education issued $1.6 billion in debt relief for 45 historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs).
 
	



	

		How The Covid-19 Pandemic Hurt Community Colleges and Its Students
	

	NYT > Education
	

	The community colleges largely serving low-income, Black and Latino students are reeling, and experts worry that inequality in education will increase.
 
	



	

		How can we bring students back to community college? Give them jobs.
	

	New America
	

	· The Federal Work Study (FWS) program provides funding to colleges and universities to create work-study jobs for their students.
· Providing these students with subsidized work study job opportunities on campus, in conjunction with their studies, could bring thousands back to college.
	· 



	

		Adult learners seem poised to return to college
	

	Community College Daily
	

	· An estimated 20.5 million working-age adults ages 25 to 64 say they intend to enroll in community or technical college in the next two years, according to national data from Strada’s Education Consumer Survey.
· Despite enrollment declines, more than 20 million adults intend to enroll in community or technical colleges in the next two years, according to Strada Education Network.
	



	



	









