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		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	· [bookmark: _GoBack]The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 575,350 in the week ending April 24, a decrease of 9,486 (or -1.6 percent) from the previous week.
· For the filing week ending April 24, the figure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia was 37,356.
	· 



	

		Va. new jobless claims up 171% | Virginia Business
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· For the April 19-24 filing week, 37,356 Virginians submitted initial unemployment claims, a 171.6% increase from the previous week, but a 48.4% decrease from this time a year ago, when jobless claims were near a peak during the COVID-19 pandemic.
· Last week’s new claims rose by 23,605 compared with those from the week ending April 17, when 13,751 people filed, according to the VEC’s Thursday report.
	· 



	

		Virginia sees 1,187 new coronavirus cases, now reporting 658,341 statewide
	

	WSLS
	

	As of April 29, Virginia is reporting 658,341 cases of the coronavirus across the commonwealth since March 2020. [Where are Virginia’s coronavirus cases? The latest from the health department]
 
	



	

		3 times as many Virginians have serious mental health issues than before coronavirus, EVMS study indicates
	

	pilotonline.com
	

	Among the more than 450 people statewide who participated in the COVIDsmart study in March, nearly one in four reported signs and symptoms of moderate to severe anxiety, over 22%, or moderate to severe depression, 24%.
 
	



	

		Graduation plans vary across Virginia universities
	

	AP NEWS
	

	· Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond will hold a university-wide commencement ceremony online on May 15, according to a statement the university released last month.
· (AP) — College graduations will still look different due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but more Virginia universities are returning to in-person ceremonies.
	· 



	

		Virginia AG says colleges can impose vaccine requirement
	

	Washington Post
	

	· Virginia’s attorney general says the state’s colleges and universities can require students to get the COVID-19 vaccine before being allowed to attend in-person classes and activities.
· Last week, University of Maryland System officials announced that students, faculty and staff returning to campuses in the fall must be vaccinated but that the system will allow exemptions for medical or religious reasons.
	· 



	

		Younger people are being hospitalized more with COVID-19, Hampton Roads hospitals say
	

	pilotonline.com
	

	As the oldest and most vulnerable in our state become fully vaccinated against the coronavirus, many are staying out of hospital beds. (Jae C. Hong/AP)
 
	



	

		Survey Shows the Extent of Food and Housing Insecurity Students at Virginia’s Community Colleges Face - VCCS
	

	VCCS
	

	· (RICHMOND) – April 22, 2021 — Students at Virginia’s Community Colleges (VCCS) already grappling with food insecurity have experienced even greater challenges in the past year due to economic and other disruptions resulting from the coronavirus pandemic.
· Over the past 18 months, with financial support from grants from the Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation to the Virginia Foundation for Community College Education (VFCCE), food pantry and other emergency food operations have been established or expanded at community colleges across the state.
	· 



	

		Virginia Immigrants Hit Hard By Pandemic Fear Eviction, Housing Squeeze
	

	News : NPR
	

	Many of them work in service industries —as cooks, Uber drivers, nursing aides— jobs that have been especially affected this past year. "I don't have money to pay rent," resident Mahlet Kassa says.
 
	



	

		Southwest Virginia is setting a model for virtual learning — even after the COVID-19 pandemic
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· Under a proposal currently being considered by the Virginia Board of Education, Bristol would join three city and 13 county divisions to create a regional Virtual Academy for full-time remote instruction.
· But in this case, the program would be open to the roughly 30 percent of students in Superintendent’s Region 7 (covering the southwestern corner of Virginia) who opted for online classes this school year.
	· 



	

		Virginia still ranks last in nation for quickly resolving issues with unemployment insurance claims
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· Despite assurances that state officials were working to address long delays in processing unemployment claims, Virginia continues to rank last in the country in key performance metrics tracked by the U.S. Department of Labor.
· “I think the pandemic caught everybody by surprise and claims volume was up tremendously, but the fact is that a lot of states acted much quicker and with much more intentionality to realize how big the crisis was and how ill equipped their state agencies were to respond to it,” said Pat Levy-Lavelle, an attorney with the Charlottesville-based Legal Aid Justice Center who specializes in public benefits and has been helping clients with claims.
	



	

		Northam: State to loosen more restrictions May 15

	Virginia Business

	· Beginning May 15, the state will loosen more restrictions, including allowing larger social gatherings and expanded audiences for entertainment venues and sporting events, Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam announced in a video message released Thursday.
· The number of spectators allowed at indoor recreational sporting events will increase from 100 to 250 spectators or 50% capacity, whichever is less.
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		Jobless claims drop 13,000 to 553,000 as economy heals

	Washington Post

	· WASHINGTON — The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits dropped by 13,000 last week to 553,000, the lowest level since the pandemic hit last March and another sign the economy is recovering from the coronavirus recession.
· Employers added an impressive 916,000 jobs in March, and the Labor Department is expected to report next week that they hired another 875,000 in April, according to a survey from the data firm FactSet. The unemployment rate has dropped to 6% from a peak of 14.8% in April 2020.




		Mental health, equity should be schools’ focus as students return, report says

	EdSource

	· Although most of the funding is not permanent, schools can invest the money in some one-time ventures that could have lasting impacts, such as partnerships with mental health and community groups, said Heather Hough, executive director of PACE.
· To help students readjust to life after the pandemic, schools should use their Covid-relief funding windfall to imbue mental health, equity and relationships into every aspect of the school day, according to a sweeping new report released Thursday.




		Enrollment continues its decline

	Community College Daily

	· Undergraduate enrollment fell further across all institution types, with community colleges experiencing a double-digit decline for the first time during this pandemic, -11.3% compared to -9.5% last fall.
· Spring undergraduate enrollment is down 5.9% compared to the same time last year, according to the latest research by the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) Research Center.




		US economy soared in the first three months of the year

	CNN.com - RSS Channel - HP Hero

	· The government uses the 'annualized' rate, which assumed the quarterly growth rate would continue for a full year, because it makes it easier to compare numbers of different periods of time.
· Importantly, the advance in first-quarter GDP was driven in large part by consumers spending money — particularly on cars, food and beverages and services like restaurants and accommodations, according to the Commerce Department report.




		Biden's Plan Would Make Community College Free. It Could Also Have Unintended Downsides.
	

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education
	

	By Katherine Mangan The proposal has been called "a momentous step forward," but some experts say it could waylay the students it most wants to help.
 
	



	

		India surges past 200,000 Covid deaths amid record new cases
	

	NBC News
	

	· India, the world’s second most populous country, reported 360,960 new
	



	



	






