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			COVID 19 UPDATE - VIRGINIA NEWS
	



	

		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	RICHMOND—The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) announced that the number of initial claims filed during the most recent filing week were 95% lower than in the comparable week in 2020 when pandemic employment impacts were near their peak.
 
	



	

		Starting Sunday, Virginians will be able to schedule their own vaccine appointments
	

	dailypress.com
	

	The Virginia Department of Health will still use the statewide vaccination website, which will redirect patients to VaccineFinder to check appointment availability at near by facilities.
 
	



	

		VHHA report: How COVID-19 affected hospitals in 2020
	

	8News
	

	· The report also gives a closer look into the makeup of COVID-19 patients in Virginia hospitals.
· More than 30,000 people were hospitalized for COVID-19 last year in Virginia hospitals between April and December with the peak starting in September.
	· 



	

		Fed says Fifth District economy shows moderate growth
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· The economy has grown “moderately” in recent weeks, with strong production increases, employment rising and consumer spending up in the Federal Reserve’s Fifth District, which includes Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, West Virginia and Maryland, according to the latest edition of the Fed’s Beige Book, released Wednesday.
· Manufacturers are reporting robust growth and demand to the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, citing production challenges because of labor constraints, shipping delays and material shortages.
	· 



	

		Coronavirus update: Virginia reports 1,415 new COVID-19 cases; 22.7% of population fully vaccinated
	

	8News
	

	· The Virginia Department of Health reported 1,415 new cases, which includes those who tested positive and people with known exposure to COVID-19.
· More than three million people in the state have received their first COVID-19 vaccine dose.
	· 



	

		Virginia hospitals saw fewer births and more substance abuse-related stays in 2020 - Virginia Mercury
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· Hospitals in Virginia recorded a significant decline in birth-related visits throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, while alcohol- and drug-related hospitalizations rose compared to previous years
· While the pandemic exacerbated the trend, hospitals have witnessed a growing demand for behavioral health and substance abuse treatment over the last several years, said Julian Walker, the vice president of communications for VHHA.
	· 



	

		Women sue Virginia Employment Commission over 'gross failures'
	

	WTVR
	

	· (AP) - Five women are suing the leader of the Virginia agency that handles unemployment benefits, alleging “gross failures" to provide needed help as required by law amid the coronavirus pandemic.
· “Legal Aid Works staff have been fielding calls from low-income applicants worried about the lack of response by the VEC, leaving them in legal limbo without payments or access to the appeals process, right when they need this help the most.
	· 



	

		Virginia Issues March 2021 Revenue Report
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND —Governor Ralph Northam today announced that total General Fund revenue collections grew 18.5 percent in March with most of the increase due to an additional deposit day for payroll withholding and strong growth in sales and recordation taxes.
· General Fund revenue collections up 18.5 percent from previous year and fiscal year-to-date collections rose 9.0 percent, increase mostly due to payroll withholding timing and strong growth in sales and recordation taxes
	· 



	

		Report: Students in working class, low-income, racial minority backgrounds under-enrolled in Virginia institutions
	

	WAVY.com
	

	WASHINGTON (WAVY) — A Virginia nonprofit and advocacy organization’s recent issue brief says students from working class, low-income, and racial minority backgrounds are under-enrolled in the state’s leading public and private colleges.
 
	



	

		Editorial: Looking ahead, Virginia must ramp up its messaging with younger populations
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	But the coronavirus affects all ages and national trends show that amid new variants, younger, unvaccinated populations also are at risk of getting sick. A Sunday CNN report noted that the seven-day national average is 68,000 daily cases, up 20% from one month ago.
 
	



	

		A legal debate is swirling about whether colleges can require COVID shots
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	· Keam questioned why emergency-use authorization isn’t enough for universities to mandate vaccines.
· Originally, drugs were given emergency-use authorization because health experts didn’t know if the drug was effective, but trying it and taking a risk were better than nothing, Lee said.
	· 



	

		'She-cession': The pandemic has hit women in the workforce hard. Here how some are coping
	

	Roanoke Times
	

	· The responsibility often fell to working mothers, Ge said, because of “the sort of traditional specialization of labor within the home.”
· Some sectors dominated by women, such as the travel, restaurant and personal care industries, many of which require close physical proximity to others, were particularly battered by the pandemic, Ge said.
	



	

		COVID-19 cases are growing among younger Virginians, worrying state health officials

	Virginia Mercury

	· Virginia data suggests that children and younger adults are contributing in a major way to the continued spread of COVID-19 — a trend that’s worrying health officials as the state continues a vaccination campaign described by many experts as “ a race between variants and the vaccine .”
· In Richmond, for example — where there’s been a slight increase in cases among 20 to 29-year-olds — early outbreak data has indicated that cases resulting from the B.1.1.7 variant may cause more symptoms among younger patients who previously had more asymptomatic infections.
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		US jobless claims plunge to 576,000, lowest since pandemic

	AP NEWS

	· The decline in unemployment claims coincides with other evidence that the economy is strengthening as vaccinations accelerate, pandemic business restrictions are lifted in many states and Americans appear increasingly willing to travel, shop, eat out and otherwise spend again.
· WASHINGTON (AP) — The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits tumbled last week to 576,000, a post-COVID low and a hopeful sign that layoffs are easing as the economy recovers from the pandemic recession.




		Building Bridges For Transfer Students Requires Collaboration and Coordination - Huron

	Huron Consulting Group

	· To build a bridge that seamlessly supports student transfers, four- and two-year institutions must think carefully about how they broker strategic discussions, nurture and explore new partnerships, and make changes that improve the transfer student journey from start to finish.
· To curb these trends and remain resilient, leaders across public and private four year institutions and community colleges are focused on supporting transfer students as they map their educational journeys in an era of uncertainty, economic hardship and disruption.




		Pre- and Post-COVID, Technology Is Reshaping Admissions Forever

	Inside Higher Ed

	· After studying the lessons learned from an unprecedented recruiting season, we’re left to wonder how admissions teams might reach future students in a more effective, efficient and personalized way.
· While there’s no way to predict how college-age students might approach higher education post-pandemic, it is foolish to believe that current trends won’t have some lasting effects.




		Why mental health is the key to dealing with learning loss
	

	EdSource
	

	· That’s why it’s so important for schools to prioritize students’ mental health before delving into academics, said Amy Cranston, executive director for the Social Emotional Learning Alliance for California.
· Schools should also adopt a comprehensive plan to address students’ social-emotional needs and provide help for students with more serious mental health issues, according to the report, which includes several examples of surveys that schools can use.
	· 



	

		The Disproportionate Impact of the Pandemic on Women and Caregivers in Academia
	

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education
	

	· Recent research points to new gender gaps in productivity and publishing, with fewer women publishing articles and manuscripts.[1] And in addition to these professional challenges, women in academia are also facing unique personal challenges during the pandemic, including balancing childcare and home responsibilities while working towards achieving tenure in an academic pipeline where it is already challenging for women to succeed.[2]
· Even when taking into account whether faculty have substantial care-giving responsibilities for other people in their household, a gender gap remained, with 66 percent of women caregivers reporting that they conducted research much less than planned compared with 56 percent of men caregivers.
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