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			COVID 19 UPDATE - VIRGINIA NEWS
	



	

		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	· For the filing week ending March 20, the figure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia was 17,560.
· The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 656,789 in the week ending March 20, a decrease of 100,412 (or -13.3 percent) from the previous week.
	· 



	

		Virginia March 24 COVID-19 update: 1,470 new cases, 6 new deaths; hospitalizations hovering around 1K patients
	

	WAVY.com
	

	· Virginia March 24 COVID-19 update: 1,470 new cases, 6 new deaths; hospitalizations hovering around 1K patients
· Downward metric trends have stalled recently, with hospitalizations hovering above the 1,000 patient mark and cases also above 1,000 per day on average.
	· 



	

		Va. new unemployment claims 60% lower than 1 year ago
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· One year since the COVID-19 pandemic began to be felt in Virginia’s unemployment statistics, the number of initial unemployment claims filed during the week ending March 20 were 60% lower than they were this week a year ago, according to the Virginia Employment Commission.
· The VEC reported Thursday that 17,560 people filed initial claims last week, an increase of 2,035 from the previous week.
	· 



	

		U.Va.-Va. Tech researchers develop promising coronavirus vaccines
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· Athletic rivals Virginia Tech and the University of Virginia are working together on two new coronavirus vaccines, and their research has shown early promise in protecting people from existing and future variants of COVID-19, according to the universities.
· Zeichner and Virginia Tech Distinguished Professor X.J. Meng, one vaccine targets a pig coronavirus that killed nearly 10% of U.S. pigs during a recent outbreak, and the other targets COVID-19.
	· 



	

		Coronavirus update: 25% of Virginia’s population vaccinated with at least one dose
	

	8News
	

	· The Virginia Department of Health has reported 1,470 new COVID-19 cases in the last 24 hours, bringing the total number of cases in the Commonwealth to 608,704.
· VDH is reporting that a total of 3,226,713 COVID-19 vaccines have been administered as of March 24.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Announces Limited Capacity Increases for Indoor and Outdoor Gatherings, Some Entertainment Venues as Vaccinations Rise
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND— Governor Ralph Northam today announced that as COVID-19 vaccinations continue to rise in Virginia, certain sports and entertainment venues may begin to operate with additional capacity and indoor and outdoor gathering limits will increase starting Thursday, April 1.
· Governor Northam Announces Limited Capacity Increases for Indoor and Outdoor Gatherings, Some Entertainment Venues as Vaccinations Rise
	· 



	

		The Pressure to Retrain Workers Could Be Intense for Colleges. Here's What They Can Start Doing Now.
	

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education
	

	· Experts on higher education and the work force see a number of other job-training and career-oriented initiatives that colleges could quickly adopt in the wake of the pandemic.
· Last week, for example, more than three dozen institutions announced their participation in the Taskforce on Higher Education and Opportunity, a coalition of colleges that is swapping ideas and sharing information about how to pursue career-oriented initiatives.
	· 



	

		Growth and development
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· Pittsylvania County started off the year busy, announcing both the Staunton River Plastics project with Danville and the town of Hurt and the expansion by print company Ennis Inc., which invested $800,000 and hired 15 new employees.
· As for expansions, Litehouse Inc. received a $19.5 million loan from the Danville Industrial Development Authority to expand its facility at Airside Industrial Park, adding a 48,000-square- foot addition for refrigerated manufacturing and warehouse space.
	· 



	

		Avula: Virginia expected to have enough vaccines for every adult by late April
	

	8News
	

	· Even though the next vaccination phase is projected to launch in several weeks for most Virginians, Avula said the state is ahead of Mr. Biden's supply goal.
· Virginia's vaccine czar told 8News Monday the commonwealth is expected to beat that goal; having enough supply for adults one week early.
	· 



	

		Virginia prisoners, once left out of vaccine plan, have now all been offered a dose
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· “All inmates and staff have been offered the chance to get the COVID vaccine at this point,” said Department of Corrections spokeswoman Lisa Kinney.
· Nearly 70 percent of people incarcerated in Virginia prisons have received a first dose of coronavirus vaccine and more than half have been fully vaccinated, according to state officials.
	· 



	

		New Virginia Laws Address COVID-19 Needs, Social Justice Demands
	

	VPM.org
	

	· Gov. Ralph Northam signed a series of bills into law recently, addressing several issues advocates have been drawing attention to for months.
· Some of the new laws address issues raised by the COVID-19 pandemic, including one which gives local health districts more funding flexibility during public health crises.
	· 



	

		The pandemic didn't hurt enrollment at most of Va.'s four-year universities. Not so for community colleges.
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· While national data showed an overall 2.5 percent drop in students, SCHEV found that enrollment across the state’s institutions of higher education was largely unchanged in fall of 2020 compared to the previous years.
· Virginia’s colleges and universities weathered the COVID-19 pandemic without a significant loss in enrollment, according to new analysis from the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia.
	· 



	

		Governor Announces New Service to Assist Virginia Students Applying for Financial Aid
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND— Governor Ralph Northam today announced the launch of a new free advising service to assist Virginia students and families applying for financial aid and help address the COVID-19 related decline in completion rates of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA.
· This free one-on-one advising service will support our goal of ensuring every eligible student in our Commonwealth completes an application, and open the doors to affordable higher education and technical training for even more Virginians.”
	



	

			COVID 19 UPDATE - NATIONAL NEWS




		The Future Of The Pandemic In The U.S.: Experts Look Ahead

	NPR.org

	· A year after the pandemic shut down the country, a growing number of infectious disease experts, epidemiologists, public health officials and others have started to entertain a notion that has long seemed out of reach: The worst of the pandemic may be over for the United States.
· "The worst may in fact be behind us," says Dr. Ashish Jha, dean of the Brown School of Public Health, one of more than 20 people interviewed by NPR for this story.




		White House announces $10B vaccine access effort aimed at hard-hit communities
	

	NBC News Top Stories
	

	· WASHINGTON — The White House announced Thursday that it will direct $10 billion, largely drawn from the recently enacted American Rescue Plan, to expand vaccination access for low-income, rural and minority communities that have been hit hardest by the pandemic.
· The funding efforts continue the Biden administration's focus on increasing vaccinations among groups hardest hit by the coronavirus, including Black people and Latinos, who have been twice as likely to die from Covid-19 compared to white people.
	· 



	

		Latest weekly jobless claims fall to 684,000, lowest since pandemic began
	

	NBC News Top Stories
	

	· "Things have improved over the last year, but there are still millions of people dealing with real economic pain," said AnnElizabeth Konkel, economist at Indeed Hiring Lab.
· It's the first time since March last year that claims for first-time unemployment have fallen below the 700,000 mark, and roundly beats economist expectations for 735,000 for the week ending March 20, 2021.
	



	

		For Community-College Students, It's Been a Tough Year

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education

	· The report, produced by the Center for Community College Student Engagement at the University of Texas at Austin, also describes how nearly 30 percent of students reported that their financial situations were worse last fall than they were before the pandemic.
· The data in the report are based on a survey administered to 5,193 entering students across 38 colleges in fall 2020, although not all students answered every question.



	

		Colleges Weigh Whether to Require Covid-19 Vaccines, or Just Urge Them

	CHE

	· Chief among them: Can colleges require their employees and students to receive Covid-19 vaccinations?
· Le Duc said the university — which, at this time, doesn’t plan to make Covid-19 vaccinations mandatory for students or employees — also plans to involve student leaders in marketing efforts when the vaccine is available, as it did with journalism students during the meningitis-vaccine campaign.



	

		Bill aims to fix unemployment issues laid bare by pandemic

	AP NEWS

	· After The Associated Press questioned state officials about her case, Clifton got a message Wednesday from the Virginia Employment Commission telling her she should apply for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, a program created last year by a federal relief bill.
· Hudson’s measure would also make another significant change: It directs the commission to forgive overpayments due to state or employer error if the recipient is effectively unable to repay.



	

		As Pandemic Lifts, Student Mental Health Needs Shift

	Diverse

	· As executive director of Mental Health at TimelyMD, a telehealth provider focused solely on the unique needs of college students, I believe we are in the early stages of rounding the corner and our journey to support students must continue full throttle.
· Now is the time to double-down on these and other efforts that make students feel supported and connected, rather than scaling back services like mental health care as societal conditions improve.



	

		Advising community college students during a pandemic

	Community College Daily

	· Advising professionals learned new technology, discovered challenges in connecting with students through a screen and were tasked to retain students in a world where all the rules have changed.
· It may be necessary for college leadership to shift job responsibilities or create a shared approach to student support to allow advisors the required time to make that necessary connection.



	

		U.S. Department of Education Announces Additional Assistance for Students and Institutions Through HEERF Grant Program and Expanded SNAP Benefits

	U.S. Department of Education

	· To provide ongoing relief from the COVID-19 emergency and implement provisions in the American Rescue Plan recently signed by President Biden, the U.S. Department of Education (Department) is announcing additional benefits, outreach, flexibilities, and guidance to assist students, federal student aid applicants, and institutions of higher educations.
· “The comprehensive and clear guidance on the use of HEERF grants will enable colleges and universities to better address the academic needs of their students, as well as ensure the safety and well-being of all members of the campus community,” said Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona.



	

		Six Strategies Community Colleges are Using to Help Bring Students Back & Stay Enrolled

	New America

	· Colleges are reaching out in other ways to their former students or those who may have had to pause their education during the pandemic, letting them know that they are welcome to re-enroll when their lives permit.
· As one college administrator put it “we're also going to use the recent stimulus funding to really figure out a way to [target] those students who stopped out and...incentivize them to come back to college.”



	

		Delays in aid continue for unemployed workers one year into the pandemic

	Washington Post

	· Throughout the pandemic, unemployed workers have reported long delays waiting for jobless aid, claims canceled under suspicion of fraud, and other issues that have caused them to be dropped from unemployment rolls, revealing weaknesses in a system meant to be a critical lifeline for people without the support of an income.
· Other delays some recipients are experiencing have nothing to do with the stimulus, but instead are related to complicated processes for keeping people enrolled in unemployment benefits longer than a year, which varies state by state.



	

		Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen sees post-Covid growth, possible full employment in 2022

	CNBC

	· Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen will paint an optimistic picture for the U.S. economy as it emerges from the coronavirus pandemic, telling U.S. lawmakers on Tuesday that she sees both growth and possibly full employment next year — due to President Joe Biden's coronavirus stimulus package.
· Yellen said the Treasury, tasked with implementing much of the Biden stimulus plan and distributing the funds, was working to expedite relief to the areas of greatest need, including the smallest of small businesses, which are disproportionately owned by women and people of color.



	

		OPINION: It’s time to stop using the FAFSA to determine who gets emergency aid

	The Hechinger Report

	· Colleges and universities therefore have the freedom to distribute stimulus funds without requiring the FAFSA or using the EFC to determine need, and the emergency aid won’t be subject to the traditional audits.
· And, of course, the FAFSA cannot assess the needs of students who don’t file it — the millions of undocumented students, international students, noncredit students and dual-enrolled students, all of whom are, according to the law, eligible for the latest rounds of federal emergency aid funds.
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