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			COVID 19 UPDATE - VIRGINIA NEWS
	



	

		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	· The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 746,496 in the week ending March 13, an increase of 24,318 (or 3.4 percent) from the previous week.
· For the filing week ending March 13, the figure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia was 15,525.
	· 



	

		In past year, 1.5 million filed unemployment claims in Va.
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· For the filing week ending March 13, 15,525 people filed new claims for unemployment insurance, an increase from 13,736 the previous week, VEC reported.
· Also, the number of initial claims increased last week compared to the week ending March 6, while continued claims fell by 3.7%.
	· 



	

		American Rescue Plan extending Virginia unemployment assistance through September
	

	8News
	

	· The VEC said people will automatically be enrolled into the program they are already under, and they should continue to file their weekly claim for benefits as normal for as long as they remain unemployed.
· A new program coming as a result of the American Rescue Plan Act is the Mixed Earner Unemployment Compensation (MEUC) program.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Announces $20.1 Million to Strengthen Broadband Infrastructure in 17 Localities
	

	Virginia
	

	· The funding will support 11 projects, connecting more than 13,400 households, businesses, and anchor institutions to high-speed internet, and leveraging $18.8 million in private and local investments.
· This is the second round of funding for the VATI 2021 program year, and in total, more than $49.8 million has been awarded for 28 localities, connecting over 25,000 households, businesses, and anchor institutions.
	· 



	

		Virginia March 18 COVID-19 update: 2K-plus cases reported as downward trend hits snag; pharmacies expand vaccine eligibility
	

	WAVY.com
	

	· (WAVY) — Virginia reported its first day of more than 2,000 new coronavirus cases in three weeks on Thursday, as it sees its daily average trickle back up after a steep decline.
· Current hospitalizations ( -33 patients, 1,034 total), trending down overall
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Announces Draft Plan for Safe In-Person Graduations and Commencements
	

	Virginia
	

	· “I appreciate the work that our schools, students, and teachers have put in to get back into the classroom safely, and the efforts of public health officials and education leaders in developing guidelines for safe graduations and commencements this spring,” said Governor Northam .
· RICHMOND— Governor Ralph Northam today released preliminary guidance for how K-12 schools, as well as colleges and universities, may safely hold in-person graduation and commencement events this spring.
	· 



	

		Brick by brick
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· Commercial construction aside, the Virginia Department of Transportation’s largest-ever infrastructure project — the $3.8 billion expansion of the Hampton Roads Bridge-Tunnel — started in fall 2020, with completion set for late 2025.
· The continuing progress on Amazon.com Inc.’s massive East Coast headquarters in Arlington, along with the promise of four new casinos across the state, kept spirits buoyed in Virginia’s construction sector in 2020.
	· 



	

		All Virginia prison inmates have been offered COVID vaccinations, corrections official says
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	More than 9,000 inmates have tested positive since the pandemic began, but officials said that the majority of cases were either mild or had no symptoms. At one point, there were hundreds of active cases with many inmates hospitalized.
 
	



	

		Four major community vaccination clinics — including one at VSU — launch across Virginia to bridge divide in access
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	Alaysia Black Hackett, Virginia’s deputy chief diversity officer, said Tuesday that establishing these community sites was an intentional effort to combat that cycle and prioritize equitable distribution through county, state, federal, university and local health department partnerships.
 
	



	

		Virginia's unemployment rate was 5.3% in January; state also lost more jobs during early stages of the pandemic than initially reported
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	· For instance, the labor force participation rate, which previously had been reported at around 67%, has now been revised down to about 63.1%, the lowest it has been since data started being collected in January 1976 and an indication that many people have dropped out of the job market.
· Virginia’s unemployment rate dropped from December to January but remained more than twice the rate from a year ago as the pandemic continued to affect the job market.
	· 



	

		Three months into Virginia’s vaccine rollout, many poultry plant workers have yet to be immunized
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· The department has distributed educational materials to its seven poultry processing plants and encouraged them to share information on general community clinics with their employees — who just became eligible for shots in the Central Shenandoah Health District last week.
· Laura Lee Wight, a spokesperson for the Central Shenandoah Health District, said the department is “actively planning” events for poultry plant employees, which could take the form of in-house clinics or weekend PODs that are more convenient for workers.
	· 



	

		SNAP expansion expected to bring more than $100 million in new food aid to Virginia - Virginia Mercury
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· Advocates are heralding legislation loosening eligibility rules for food stamps as the most significant expansion of public benefits in Virginia since the state expanded Medicaid four years ago.
· To qualify for SNAP benefits under Virginia’s current rules, an applicant must earn 130 percent of the federal poverty threshold, which for a family of three is set at $28,236 per year.
	



	

			COVID 19 UPDATE - NATIONAL NEWS




		U.S. Jobless Claims Unexpectedly Increase to a One-Month High

	Bloomberg.com

	· Initial claims in regular state programs rose by 45,000 to 770,000 in the week ended March 13, Labor Department data showed Thursday.
· Continuing claims -- an approximation of the number of people filing for ongoing state benefits – fell for the ninth week to 4.12 million in the week ended March 6.




		The pandemic accelerated job automation and Black and Latino workers are most likely to be replaced

	CNBC

	· Coronavirus "has caused an acceleration of some labor trends like automation," says Karen Fichuk, CEO of Randstad North America, adding that out-of-work Americans may need to develop new skills in order to find new jobs.
· Now, a new report from The Brookings Institution indicates that Black and Latino workers are among those most likely to have their jobs replaced.




		College and University Presidents Respond to COVID-19: 2021 Spring Term Survey

	American Council on Education

	· About half of all presidents at private four-year institutions indicated that they were currently offering or were planning to offer “predominantly in-person, with some online instruction" in spring 2021 (51 percent), the highest share across all sectors.
· Presidents at public four-year institutions were most likely to anticipate keeping changes made to “academic advising" (77 percent), “student counseling and mental health services" (75 percent), “academic support services" (65 percent), and “new student and family programs and orientation" (57 percent).




		Pandemic didn't speed adoption of open educational resources, but outlook is promising

	Inside Higher Ed | Higher Education News, Career Advice, Jobs

	· Faculty awareness about the existence of open educational resources in 2019-20 continued the steady arc of growth seen in recent years, growing by about five percentage points from the year before, to nearly six in 10, according to "Digital Texts in the Time of COVID," by Bay View Analytics on behalf of the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation.
· Faculty (and student) embrace of digital textbooks and course materials has been slower than many technology advocates', and the pandemic-driven digitization of instructional delivery didn't appear to change perceptions: roughly the same proportion of instructors, 43 percent, agreed (somewhat to strongly) that "students learn better from print materials than they do from digital" in 2020 as answered that way in 2019 (44 percent).




		Student Financial Need Greater in Second Year of Pandemic

	Inside Higher Ed

	· More than 60 percent of the students surveyed in mid-February said food and rent were their top two financial needs, according to an overview of the survey results.
· This finding represents an increase from Course Hero’s COVID-19 impact survey last year, which found that nearly 50 percent of students were in need of money for food and rent.




		Education solutions: A positive legacy of pandemic remote learning

	The Hechinger Report

	· As districts across the United States consider how to get student learning back on track and fortify parent interest in public schools, they’re asking the same question as Steve Joel: What should we keep after the pandemic?
· The superintendent in Lincoln, Nebraska, says a district survey this past fall found that 10% of parents liked remote learning – pandemic or not.




		Report Highlights Challenges Facing Rural Communities

	Diverse

	· Broadband internet, funding and meeting basic needs were among the three main challenges facing rural community colleges.
· “I think these are all examples that speak to ways that rural community colleges have been innovative and successful,” said Dr. Vanessa Sansone, an assistant professor of higher education at the University of Texas at San Antonio.




		One Way To Speed Up Economic Recovery? Focus On Adult Higher Education

	Forbes

	· Four strategies for state leaders outlined in the Education Strategy Group’s Rapid Response Toolkit provide guidance for how policy change can create favorable conditions that make it easier for adult learners to engage with and earn credentials from institutions.
· Pair that with the fact that over 100 million working aged adults do not hold any higher education credentials and the problem becomes clear: absent a robust expansion of the labor market or a strategy to rapidly reskill the workforce, millions of Americans could experience another slow, unequal recovery marked by sustained high unemployment.






	









