		

	February 18, 2021
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		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND—The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) announced that the number of continued claims filed during the February 13 filing week continued its three-month trend of small weekly changes, according to figures released today.
· For the filing week ending February 13, the figure for seasonally unadjusted initial claims in Virginia was 14,901.
	· 



	

		Added COVID-19 testing on the way with $1.6 billion in federal money
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· WASHINGTON — The Biden administration is directing $1.6 billion to bolster COVID-19 testing nationally, including money to expand testing in schools and homeless shelters, boost supplies needed for testing and analyze results to more quickly identify new strains of the virus.
· Dr. Anthony Fauci, an infectious disease expert at the National Institutes for Health and a top Biden adviser, reiterated Wednesday that the administration believes teachers should be prioritized for receiving vaccines, but that reopening schools for in-person classes does not need to wait until every teacher has been vaccinated.
	· 



	

		Nonprofit Retraining Initiative Reaches 1,300 Enrolled
	

	Daily News-Record
	

	· On Oct. 30, Gov. Ralph Northam announced a new program, Re-Employing Virginians, to help pay for workers impacted by the pandemic to get retrained for jobs in high-demand fields, such as manufacturing.
· Virginia Ready is similar but also different than a litany of similar programs that have cropped up recently to re- or upskill recently unemployed workers to fill in-demand jobs across the commonwealth, said Caren Merrick, CEO of Virginia Ready Initiative.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Unveils Statewide COVID-19 Vaccine Pre-Registration System
	

	Virginia
	

	· Virginia’s new website and call center are designed to streamline vaccine pre-registration by bringing disparate processes from local health departments together under one unified system.
· The Commonwealth’s new, centralized system allows individuals to easily pre-register for the free vaccine, confirm that they are on the wait list, and learn more about Virginia’s vaccination program.
	· 



	

		Virginia lawmakers weigh bill to forgive overpayments by state’s unemployment insurance program
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

	· A proposal that would halt efforts to claw back millions of dollars in unemployment benefits mistakenly paid to out-of-work Virginians is advancing in the General Assembly — one of the only surviving measures aimed at addressing the state’s struggle to administer jobless benefits amid the pandemic.
· Three months later, when the commission realized its error, a letter arrived informing him that his benefits had been cut off and he would be required to pay back the $3,750 he’d received.
	· 



	

		Opinion: Change to Pell grant options will serve Virginia community colleges
	

	pilotonline.com
	

	Extending Pell grants availability to inmates will make post-secondary education available to Virginians who will benefit from it, Glenn DuBois, chancellor of Virginia's Community Colleges, writes.
 
	



	

		Virginia Feb. 17 COVID-19 update: 2,284 new cases, 38 new deaths; metrics still trending down overall
	

	WAVY.com
	

	· New deaths ( +38, 7,075 total), back down recently (20 per day 7-day average, at 54 a week ago)
· Deaths and hospitalizations are also coming down, though Virginia still is reporting high death numbers — with 38 new deaths reported Wednesday.
	· 



	

		FEMA Deploys Response Team to Virginia to Support COVID-19 Vaccinations | FEMA.gov
	

	| FEMA.gov
	

	· PHILADELPHIA - FEMA Region 3 has deployed an Incident Management Assistance Team – Advance (IMAT-A) team to support vaccine efforts in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
· “FEMA is working collaboratively with the Commonwealth to provide funding opportunities that will allow the state to execute the vaccination mission,” said Janice Barlow, Acting Regional Administrator, FEMA Region 3.
	· 



	

		Leveraging the strengths of a community to foster economic recovery | WorkingNation
	

	WorkingNation
	

	· “As a major employer that recruits from multiple community colleges, we appreciate the single point of access that CCWC will provide to implement regionally focused training programs,” says Tom Cosgrove, Newport News Shipbuilding external affairs manager.
· The area includes three community colleges that, among other priorities, have workplace development initiatives that service local employers looking for workers in manufacturing, welding, and electrical maintenance.
	· 



	

		SCHEV releases updated goals for higher ed in Va.
	

	Virginia Business
	

	The State Council of Higher Education (SCHEV) on Tuesday released an updated statewide strategic plan, which focuses on making higher education more “equitable, affordable and transformative.” 
 
	



	

		Coronavirus update: Over 12 percent of Virginia's population vaccinated with at least first dose; Statewide pre-registration system opens
	

	8News
	

	· The Virginia Department of Health is reporting 1,770 new COVID-19 cases, bringing the total number of cases to 553,308.
· VDH is reporting that a total of 1,399,221 COVID-19 vaccines have been administered as of Feb. 16.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Announces $524 Million in New Funding for Virginia Rent Relief Program
	

	Virginia
	

	· ARLINGTON —Governor Ralph Northam today announced $524 million in new federal funding to help keep Virginia families in their homes amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
· The Virginia Rent Relief Program (RRP) is funded through the Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) program included in the recent federal stimulus package and will assist households and landlords with rent payments to avoid eviction.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Announces Additional General Fund Resources from Mid-Session Reforecast
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND— Governor Ralph Northam today sent a letter to the General Assembly Money Committees announcing that a final mid-session revenue analysis shows Virginia’s tax revenues continue to strengthen.
· Governor Northam provided these additional revenues at a meeting with the Money Committee chairs this morning.
	· 



	

		'Get Skilled, Get a Job, Give Back': Governor Northam highlights free community college initiative
	

	8News
	

	· (WRIC) -- Governor Northam visited The Kitchens at Reynolds Community College where he gave a speech highlighting his ‘Get Skilled, Get a Job, Give Back," or "G3" initiative.
· The program is designed for low- and middle-income students at Virginia's 23 community colleges.
	· 



	

		Some Virginia hospitals are nearing 100% ICU capacity and running out of beds, even as COVID hospitalizations decline
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	St. Francis is at 98% capacity, and none of its dozen staffed ICU beds are available. Sixty-two percent of its ICU patients are trying to survive the virus. One in four patients in the hospital has COVID-19.
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		ACE Report Offers Recommendations for Mental Health Task Forces

	American Council on Education

	· Overall, the report explores what institutions should consider when convening their own mental health task forces, offering suggestions around issues related to scope and purpose, structure, campus resources, and communication.
· Focus on the overall campus culture and climate to promote, improve, and foster positive mental health and well-being for all community members.



	

		The Changing Landscape of Credential Offerings

	The EvoLLLution

	· In this interview, Anthony Carnevale discusses the change we’re seeing in non-degree credentials, what to consider before creating a new offering, and how to illustrate its value in your messaging.
· Evo: In 2019, they found that 50% of American adults considering an education enrollment were looking at alternative credentials or non-degree programs.



	

		US life expectancy dropped a full year in first half of 2020, according to CDC

	CNN

	· Life expectancy in the US dropped a full year in the first half of 2020, according to a report published Thursday by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's National Center for Health Statistics. Experts say that Covid-19 was a significant factor contributing to the decline.



	

		Weekly jobless claims rise to 861,000 vs. 773,000 expected

	NBC News

	· Manufacturing data showed factory output is almost back to pre-pandemic levels, producer prices increased by the most since 2009 and retail sales for January soaring by 5.3 percent from the previous month, buoyed by consumers spending their stimulus checks.
· Last week's initial jobless claims soared to 861,000, despite more states and cities lifting restrictive business measures amid a decline in the number of coronavirus cases.
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