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			COVID 19 UPDATE - VIRGINIA NEWS
	



	

		Virginia Issues January 2021 Revenue Report
	

	Virginia
	

	· General Fund revenue collections down 2.4 percent from previous year and fiscal year-to-date collections up 6.0 percent, broad-based growth occurred in sales tax collections, nonwithholding, recordation, and corporate income tax
· On a fiscal year-to-date basis, total revenue collections rose 6.0 percent through January, ahead of the forecasted 1.2 percent growth.
	· 



	

		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND—The Virginia Employment Commission (VEC) announced that the number of initial claims filed during the February 6 filing week continued its recent trend toward lower, pre-holiday season levels, according to figures released today.
· The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 813,145 in the week ending February 6, a decrease of 36,534 (or -4.3 percent) from the previous week.
	· 



	

		Virginia Feb. 11 COVID-19 update: 3,699 new cases, 26 new deaths; CVS vaccinations start Friday
	

	WAVY.com
	

	· (WAVY) — Virginia reported 3,699 new coronavirus cases on Thursday, the highest one-day increase this week, but still within the range of Virginia’s daily case average for the last 7 days.
· New deaths ( +26, 6,932 total), trending up overall (44 per day 7-day average )
	· 



	

		Health expert says ‘mistrust’ could be leading to racial gap in COVID-19 vaccinations in Virginia
	

	8News
	

	· According to data from the Virginia Department of Health, out of the total 926,772 shots given, only 93,022 have gone into the arms of Black people, compared to 547,049 vaccine doses that White people have received.
· Dr. Cheryl Ivey Green, who serves on the African American Advisory Board in Virginia, says mistrust and safety concerns are among two of the issues leading to this racial gap.
	· 



	

		Editorial: A full embrace of the G3 program
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	· When CNBC ranked Virginia the best state for business in 2019, the commonwealth also earned No. 1 rankings in two subcategories: education and workforce readiness.
· When COVID-19 first hit Virginia, the societal impact on education and the workforce was instant.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam, Governor Hogan, and Mayor Bowser Request Federal Support to Vaccinate Essential Federal Employees
	

	Virginia
	

	· RICHMOND —Today, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam, Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, and Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser sent a letter to the leaders of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the Federal Emergency Management Agency requesting increased federal support in administering the COVID-19 vaccines to essential federal employees.
· A federally supported and operated vaccination site for all essential federal workers, contractors, and WMATA employees within the National Capital Region; and
	· 



	

		Va. politicians urge state to address how rural health districts with high COVID rates received least amount of vaccines
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	Now, the unaddressed history has seeped into vaccinations. “Since the beginning of the vaccine rollout, I have been vocal about the need to frame our response with an emphasis on equitable distribution,” Aird said in a statement Tuesday.
 
	



	

		Virginia launches ‘COVIDWISE Express’ for ‘app-less’ exposure notifications
	

	WAVY.com
	

	· On Tuesday, the Virginia Department of Health announced the launch of “COVIDWISE Express,” an app-less technology that will notify Virginians if they’ve possibly been exposed to COVID-19.
· “COVIDWISE Express provides an additional option to help Virginia expand its existing exposure notifications and contact tracing operations without compromising user privacy or security,” said State Health Commissioner M.
	· 



	

		After Registration Confusion, VDH and CVS Switch Course on Vaccines
	

	VPM.org
	

	· Dr. Danny Avula, Virginia’s leading vaccine official, told reporters Tuesday the pharmacy chain CVS will take in any patient 65 and over to get their COVID-19 vaccine, even if that person was not pre-registered to get their shot through the Virginia Department of Health.
· Avula said VDH requested that CVS open its registration portal early to allow local health departments throughout Virginia to register people on their waitlists, since the technology had not allowed the department to do it automatically.
	· 



	

		Virginia's unemployment extension program is now active, VEC says 80,000 people are eligible
	

	13newsnow.com
	

	· — Virginia's unemployment benefit extension program is now active, and unemployed workers can either file weekly claims for benefits or submit a new application.
· The Virginia Employment Commission said payments for new PEUC benefits should be received as early as Thursday.
	· 



	

		COVID roundup: Cases lower, vaccinations rate improves in Va.
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· Here in Virginia, the number of new cases and deaths declined over the past week, although two highly contagious variant strains of the coronavirus have been identified in the state.
· Over the past week, Virginia recorded 23,185 new COVID-19 cases and 346 deaths, at a 10.2% positivity rate, down more than one percentage point from the previous week, according to VDH.
	· 



	

		'Coming soon': Virginia still doesn't have a website or phone bank to help people find COVID-19 vaccines, despite promises of preparation
	

	Richmond Times-Dispatch
	

	· The phone bank, Northam said, will connect people to support in dozens of languages.
· Northam said those workers would be trained in the coming week to begin serving Virginians.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Calls on School Divisions to Safely Return Students to Classrooms Statewide
	

	Virginia
	

	· Governor Northam joined Secretary of Education Atif Qarni, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr. James Lane, and State Health Commissioner Dr. Norm Oliver, MD, MA in applauding educators for their dedication to navigating a challenging and uncertain year, and highlighting data that show in-person learning is safe with proper mitigation measures in place.
· On January 14, 2021, State Superintendent for Public Instruction Dr. James Lane and State Health Commissioner Dr. Norman Oliver, released interim guidance for safely re-opening PreK-12 schools in a letter to school superintendents and local health directors .
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		Data on financial aid applications portend drop in low-income, minority enrollment

	Inside Higher Ed | Higher Education News, Career Advice, Jobs

	· Heartened as he is by the renewal numbers, DeBaun and his colleagues are concerned about how many students are (or, more accurately, are not) filing first-time applications for federal financial aid so far this year.
· If data on FAFSA completion are a canary in the coal mine for eventual college attendance, especially for higher education's neediest students, early statistics from the 2020-21 cycle portend that fall 2021 could be another tough one for colleges and universities -- especially when it comes to first-year enrollment.




		Nearly 1 million mothers leave jobs since start of pandemic

	8News

	· CHICAGO (NewsNation Now) — According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, more than 2.3 million women have lost their jobs since last February, along with nearly one million mothers who have left their jobs.
· So if one breadwinner in a family has to work, and there's no one else to provide childcare, it falls back to the woman," explained personal finance columnist Terry Savage.




		Latest weekly jobless claims total 793,000 vs. 760,000 expected

	NBC News Top Stories

	· Around 793,0000 Americans filed a first-time unemployment claim last week, slightly down from the previous week's revised total of 812,000. Economists had forecast 760,000 claims.
· A rash of positive recent economic data has economists and executives forecasting growth for the second half of 2021, propelled by a widespread vaccination rollout and President Joe Biden's fiscal stimulus package.




		Invest in career-readiness training for college students

	American Enterprise Institute - AEI

	· While education could be the great equalizer, only 25 percent of our country’s 1.2 million first-generation or low-income college enrollees are predicted to earn their degree and land a strong job or attend graduate school.
· This can be achieved by infusing high-quality career preparation into the academic side of higher education and making it accessible to all (i.e., students who attend college while working full-time).




		Feds boost state vaccine shipments to 11 million doses next week

	Virginia Mercury

	· WASHINGTON — States will see another increase in the COVID-19 vaccine doses they receive, with President Joe Biden’s administration announcing Tuesday that the federal government will distribute 11 million doses next week.
· The administration’s COVID-19 task force also announced that beginning next week, community health centers across the country will begin receiving vaccine doses directly.




		Declines in Community College Enrollment Among Blacks Will Have Long-Term Consequences

	Diverse

	· Community colleges throughout the U.S. have experienced dramatic decreases in enrollment among students of color since the pandemic began.
· A 2018 Johns Hopkins University study showed that Black students who had had just one Black teacher by the third grade were 13 percent more likely to enroll in college.




		The pandemic is replacing people with tech — threatening the jobs rebound

	POLITICO

	· Biden, who has strong support from organized labor, is pledging to expand partnerships between unions, businesses and community colleges, scale up work-based learning programs and build out individual career services.
· This “is not just an opportunity lost if we don’t help people get the skills for the jobs that are being created, it’s going to be a real drag on the economy,” said Neil Bradley, executive vice president and chief policy officer at the Chamber of Commerce.




		Noncredit Learners Comprised One-Third of Community College Enrollees
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