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		TODAY: Northam COVID-19 update focusing on vaccine prioritization, school guidance & inauguration security
	

	8News
	

	· On Monday, the president of the Virginia Education Association called on all public schools to move to all virtual instruction until staff members have been vaccinated against COVID-19.
· (WRIC) — Gov. Ralph Northam is holding a press conference today at 2 p.m. where he is expected to give an update on COVID-19 vaccinations, guidance for k-12 schools and security measures in advance of the Presidential Inauguration.
	· 



	

		Virginia Employment Commission
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Virginia
	

	· The advance number of actual initial claims under state programs, unadjusted, totaled 1,151,015 in the week ending January 9, an increase of 231,335 (or 25.2 percent) from the previous week.
· Nationwide, in the week ending January 9, the advance figure for seasonally adjusted initial claims was 965,000, an increase of 181,000 from the previous week's revised level.
	· 



	

		Over 5,200 COVID-19 cases reported in Va. | Positivity rate decreases to 15.5%
	

	https://www.nbc12.com
	

	“Based on a World Health Organization analysis, 10% (or less) was the goal to shoot for. If 10% of PCR tests among symptomatic or high-risk individuals were positive, then we were conducting enough testing to find stray cases that couldn’t be found through contact tracing,” the health department said.
 
	



	

		Virginia Department of Health | Powered by Jebbit
	

	Jebbit / VDH
	

	When Can I Get Vaccinated?
 
Find out which phase of the vaccination campaign you fall in.
 
While the vaccine supply is limited, COVID-19 vaccine will be offered in phases. People who are more likely to have severe COVID-19 illness and workers that are essential to the functioning of society will be offered the vaccine in the earlier phases.
	



	

		Va. sees highest number of initial jobless claims since July 2020 | Virginia Business
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· During the week ending Jan. 9, 28,227 Virginians filed initial claims, which was an increase of 8,697 from the previous week.
· Last week, more than 28,000 Virginians filed initial unemployment claims — a 44.5% jump from the previous week.
	· 



	

		Governor Northam Delivers State of the Commonwealth Address
	

	Virginia
	

	· We need to talk about who we are as a state, what we believe in, and the actions we’re taking to live out our values.
· Now it’s time to take further steps, because the pandemic has highlighted the need to modernize the way we fund public health in Virginia.
	· 



	

		Dr. Fauci, Gov. Northam discuss COVID-19 vaccines, dispel myths
	

	WTKR
	

	· “If we want to crush this outbreak, we’ve got to get the overwhelming majority of the United States population to get vaccinated, including - and I might say specifically - Black and brown people,” Dr. Fauci said.
· Northam said the COVID-19 vaccine is key to controlling the virus.
	· 



	

		How COVID is stressing court systems and its impact on Virginians
	

	8News
	

	· From the moment the virus struck central Virginia in mid-March, courthouses have been forced to temporarily close, limit capacities, limit who's allowed in, and, in some cases, temporarily halt allowing jury trials.
· Local defense attorney Russ Stone, who represents people all around Central Virginia, said the pandemic's effects are creating significant backlogs.
	· 



	

		5 ways Va. can put people back to work and transform higher education
	

	Virginia Business
	

	· As president of Northern Virginia Community College and senior vice chancellor of the Virginia Community College System, we know all too well the struggles facing our communities and what needs to be done to support more people in moving off the economic sidelines and into skill-building that leads to quality jobs and careers.
· Yet, despite a record spike in unemployment and a broadly held view among working-age Americans that more education and training will help them get a good job, the number of people — both young and old — pursuing a postsecondary credential or degree sharply decreased this fall.
	· 



	

		Colleges in Virginia should do more COVID-19 testing to stop transmission, experts say
	

	Roanoke Times
	

	· Tim Miller, vice president for student affairs at JMU, said that in the fall “the test option we had was two days to get a result.”
· This semester, thanks to the state, JMU plans to conduct 6,400 rapid tests — with a 15-minute turnaround — as on-campus students arrive.
	· 



	

		COVID relief, marijuana legalization key in 2021 session
	

	AP NEWS
	

	· (AP) — Virginia lawmakers are set to start this year’s legislative session focused on COVID-19 relief efforts and legalizing marijuana.
· It’s unclear if there are enough votes for the measure to pass, but lawmakers in both parties have been more open to marijuana issues, and the state decriminalized the drug last year.
	· 



	

		Regulators want to extend Virginia’s expiring pandemic workplace safety rules - Virginia Mercury
	

	Virginia Mercury
	

			

	Virginia was the first state in the country to mandate emergency workplace precautions against COVID-19 this summer. Now, with the temporary rules set to expire, state officials are weighing whether to make them permanent.
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		U.S. Unemployment Claims Rise as Pandemic Weighs on Economy

	WSJ

	Worker filings for initial jobless claims jumped to nearly one million last week, indicating rising layoffs amid a surge in Covid-19 cases at the start of the year. The number of applications for unemployment benefits, a proxy for layoffs, rose by 181,000 to 965,000 last week, the Labor Department said Thursday.
 




		CDC Requires COVID-19 Test From Air Passengers Entering The U.S.

	News : NPR

	Starting Jan. 26, airlines will only allow people to board if they provide documentation that they tested negative in the preceding three days or have recovered from the disease. (Image credit: Andrew Caballero-Reynolds/AFP via Getty Images)
 




		Colleges spent millions on COVID-19 expenses this fall, even as sources of income shrank, data show
	

	Inside Higher Ed
	

	· Three-quarters of 68 institutions that responded to the survey said that COVID-19-related spending in the fall exceeded their expectations.
· Institutions large and small had to cough up money for expenses related to COVID-19 testing, personal protective equipment and online learning resources.
	· 



	

		OPINION: To solve the workforce crisis, America has to invest in child care
	

	The Hechinger Report
	

	· Without investment by state and federal leaders in child care, millions of American workers and thousands of small businesses will never get back on their feet.
· Thousands of small child care businesses in the United States will lose employees or close their doors forever without federal support.
	· 



	

		Prioritizing a workforce agenda for economic recovery
	

	The Hill
	

	Prioritizing a workforce agenda for economic recovery By Marie Kurose and Livia Lam, opinion contributors — 01/07/21 04:30 PM EST The views expressed by contributors are their own and not the view of The Hill
 
	



	

		Biden to Extend Pause on Student Loan Payments
	

	Inside Higher Ed
	

	· As expected, President-elect Joe Biden will, upon taking office Jan. 20, instruct the Education Department to continue the pause excusing student loan borrowers from making payments, a top economic adviser in the incoming administration said.
· Kamin, a New York University law professor, said in a briefing on Biden’s economic plans that the president-elect supports asking Congress to erase $10,000 from the debt of all borrowers.
	



	

		Where Campuses Reopened, Covid-19 Cases Spiked. Where Colleges Went Remote, They Declined.

	The Chronicle of Higher Education | News, Opinion, Advice about Higher Education

	· Over a six-week period straddling the start of those terms, counties that were home to large colleges that opened for in-person instruction saw a 56-percent increase in coronavirus-case rates, the analysis found.
· Asked if the CDC’s numbers mean that colleges didn’t do enough to prevent cases among their students in the fall, Barrios said she couldn’t answer that question because the study covered only a sliver of America’s colleges.



	



	



	






